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old woman, who tried vainly to prevent his entry : there
he found a sort of post-box, which contained the names and
addresses of many youths and young men of the humbler
walks of life, and also documents which connected many of
them with Oscar Wilde. These were put in the possession of
the defendant's solicitors, who relentlessly pursued every
avenue of information, and identified many of the poor
creatures who were subsequently to appear as Wilde's accom-
plices. The meshes were gathering around Wilde, who was
quite ignorant of this new turn of events. He still thought
that all he had to meet was an attack on his books, which
his genius could defend.
Charles Russell & Co. now had much material to use
which changed the whole aspect of the case : in criminal
libel the defendant has a heavy task ; a plea of" privilege "
has rarely succeeded ; he may not plead " fair comment on
a matter of interest." Moreover, he must not only prove
" justification," supplying meticulously and in detail par-
ticulars which justify his libel, but he must also prove that
publication of his libel was in the public interest. Hereto-
fore, Queensberry's draft particulars only contained refer-
ences to passages in Oscar Wilde's books, some of which
were of acknowledged literary excellence. In the light of the
new evidence, however, not only was it possible to avoid all
attack on Lord Alfred Douglas, but to go far beyond the
words of the " libel," which alleged c< posing." The par-
ticulars of justification were now amended and supple-
mented by many folios.
With new instructions, Charles Russell came down to Mr.
Edward Carson's chambers. In view of the new situation,
would he not now take the brief? It was monstrous that
such a creature as Oscar Wilde should have the audacity to
invoke the protection of the criminal law on his own behalf.
If he succeeded, as he well might if he were not skilfully dis-
credited, it would be making a mockery of English justice
and the English Courts, and Wilde would probably boast to
his friends that the man of genius was above morals and
above the Courts, and write a play on the way a clever man
can pervert the uses of justice. The only evidence against